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The following rubric will be used to evaluate your Digital Story. This rubric is based on the guidelines discussed in class for creating a digital story. 

Categories 
Excellent to Supreme 

7-10 

Good to Very Good 

5-6 

Satisfactory 

4-4.5 

Unacceptable 

0-3 
Score 

Content (Critical Incident) 

Rationale for 
choice of 

critical incident 

and context 

Clear rationale for choice of 
particular critical incident, 
identifies what initial beliefs 
were about incident, 

interprets possible 
significance of incident in 
context of school and wider 
society. 

Rationale for choice of 
particular critical incident 
apparent, identifies what 
initial beliefs were about 

incident, interprets 
possible significance of 
incident in context of 
school and wider society. 

Rationale for choice of 
particular critical incident 
somewhat apparent, 
attempts to identify what 

initial beliefs were about 
incident and significance of 
incident in context of 
school and wider society. 

No rationale evident for 
choice of particular 
critical incident, does not 
identify what initial beliefs 

were about incident nor 
possible significance of 
incident in context of 
school and wider society. 

 

Outline of 

incident  

Clearly describes key features 
of incident, chronology of 
events in the incident are 
clearly understandable. 

Describes key features of 
incident, chronology of 
events in the incident are 
stated. 

Somewhat describes key 
features of incident, 
chronology of events in the 
incident are unclear. 

Does not describe key 
features of incident, 
chronology of events in 
the incident are not 
explained. 

 

Demonstrates 
learning that 

involves the 
whole person  

Critically reflects and shows 
evidence of learning that 
involves the whole person; 
clearly shows how the incident 
impacted on their emotions, 
thoughts, beliefs and actions. 

Evidence of reflection and 
learning that shows how 
the incident impacted on 
their emotions, thoughts, 
beliefs and actions. 

Little evidence of reflection 
that shows how the 
incident impacted on their 
emotions, thoughts, beliefs 
and actions. 

No evidence of reflection, 
does not show how the 
incident impacted on their 
emotions, thoughts, 
beliefs and actions. 

 

Draws on 
 other 

perspectives 
and time 

frames 

Critically reflects and draws 
on other perspectives about 
incident, including literature 
& colleagues. Considers 
incident in different ways and 
within different time frames. 

Reflects and draws on other 
perspectives about incident. 
Considers incident in 
different ways and within 
different time frames. 

Little evidence of reflection 
on other perspectives about 
incident, or consideration of 
incident in different ways or 
within different time 
frames. 

No evidence of reflection 
on other perspectives 
about incident, or 
consideration of incident 
in different ways or within 
different time frames. 

 

Demonstrates 
change in 

thoughts or 
actions 

Clearly conveys how critical 

incident has changed their 
thoughts and/or actions. 

Conveys how critical 

incident has changed their 
thoughts and/or actions. 

Somewhat conveys how 

critical incident has 
changed their thoughts 
and/or actions. 

Does not convey how 

critical incident has 
changed their thoughts 
and/or actions. 

 

Evidence of 
integration of 

theory and 
practice 

Incorporates at least three 
quotations from academic 
literature about teaching and 
learning that hold significant 
meaning for them in relation 
to critical incident. 

Incorporates two quotations 
from academic literature 
about teaching and 
learning that hold 
significant meaning for 
them in relation to critical 
incident. 

Incorporates one quotation 
from academic literature 
about teaching and 
learning that holds 
significant meaning for 
them in relation to critical 
incident. 

Does not incorporate 
quotations from academic 
literature about teaching 
and learning in relation to 
critical incident. 
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Categories 
Excellent to Supreme 

5 

Good to Very Good 

3 

Satisfactory 

1 

Unacceptable 

0 
Score 

Planning 

Working 
Portfolio  

Working Portfolio includes 
complete and detailed 
planning materials: 

 Brainstorming sheet 

 Story drafts 

 Story map 

 Storyboard, 

 Final script 

  Lists of resources used  

 Reflective write-up 

Working Portfolio includes 
most required planning 
materials. 

Working Portfolio includes 
some required planning 
materials. 

Working Portfolio does not 
include any of the 
required planning 
materials. 

 

Storyboard 

Complete and detailed 
evidence of planning 
throughout entire storyboard, 
including sketches, 
sequencing, pacing, script, 
images, music and sound. 

Evidence of planning 
through most of the 
storyboard, including 
sketches, sequencing, 
pacing, script, images, 
music and sound. 

Evidence of planning 
through some of the 
storyboard, including 
sketches, sequencing, 
pacing, script, images, 
music and sound. 

Little to no evidence of 
planning, including 
minimally completed 
sketches, sequencing, 
pacing, script, images, 
music and sound. 

 

Reflective  

write-up 

Reflective write-up is within 
the 800-1000 word count. 
Write-up clearly conveys the 
author’s feelings on the 

making of the digital story, 
explaining both the process of 
making the film and how they 
feel about the product. 

Reflective write-up is 5% 

above or below the expected 
word count. Write-up 
conveys the author’s 
feelings on the making of 
the digital story. 

Reflection write-up is 10% 

above or below the expected 
word count. Write-up 
somewhat conveys the 
author’s feelings on the 
making of the digital story. 

Reflection write-up is 20% 
above or below the 
expected word count, or, 
is not included in the 
working portfolio. 

 

Mechanics 

Citation of 

Sources and 
Permission 

All sources are cited 
completely and accurately in 
the credits. All copyrighted 
material, if used, is identified 
individually. (Google images 

is NOT cited as the source.) 

Most sources are cited 
completely and accurately 
in the credits. 

Some sources are cited 
completely and/or 
accurately in the credits. 

No sources are cited in 
the credits. Or, Google 
images has been cited as 
the source. 

 

Length  
Length of digital story is 
between the required 3-5 
minutes. 

Length of digital story is 30 
seconds shorter or longer 
than the required 3-5 
minutes. 

Length of digital story is 
one minute shorter or 
longer than the required 3-
5 minutes. 

Length of digital story is 
more than one minute 
shorter or longer than the 
required 3-5 minutes. 
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Categories 
Excellent to Supreme 

5 

Good to Very Good 

3 

Satisfactory 

1 

Unacceptable 

0 
Score 

Grammar and 

spelling 

Grammar and spelling are 
correct (for the dialect chosen) 
and contribute greatly to 
clarity, style and story 
development. 

Grammar and spelling are 
mostly correct (for the 
dialect chosen) and 
contribute to clarity, style 
and story development. 

Grammar and spelling are 
somewhat correct, but 
errors detract from the 
story. 

Repeated errors in 
grammar and spelling 
detract greatly from the 
story. 

 

Story Structure 

Dramatic 

question 

Use of strong dramatic 
question; opening statements 

demonstrate thoughtfulness 
and creativity and engage 
audience in an interesting and 
subtle fashion. 

Use of dramatic question; 
opening statements 

demonstrate 
thoughtfulness and 
creativity and engage 
audience. 

Use of dramatic question; 

opening statement 
somewhat engages 
audience. 

No dramatic question 
apparent; opening 

statement does not 
engage the audience or 
has no relationship to the 
rest of the story. 

 

Personal 

narrative 

Story is clearly told in the first 
person, conveys why events 

are important and how they 
affected the author, expresses 
the author’s thoughts and 
feelings throughout, and 
includes many relevant 
sensory details. 

Story is told in the first 
person, conveys why some 

events are important and 
how they affected the 
author, expresses the 
author’s thoughts and 
feelings, and includes some 
relevant sensory details. 

Story is mostly told in the 
first person, reason behind 
importance of events and 

how they affected the 
author is lacking, author’s 
thoughts and feelings are 
not well expressed, includes 
few relevant sensory 
details. 

Story is not told in the 
first person, importance of 

events and how they 
affected the author is 
missing, author’s 
thoughts, feelings and/or 
relevant sensory details 
are not included. 

 

Economy of 

story 

The story is told with exactly 

the right amount of detail 
throughout. It does not seem 
too short nor does it seem too 
long. Only language necessary 
to further plot and complete 
story arc is used. 

The story is mostly told 
with the right amount of 

detail throughout. However, 
it does need slightly more 
detail in some sections, or 
seems to drag somewhat in 
others. Very little 
unnecessary language is 
used. 

The story seems to need 
more editing. It is 
noticeably too long or too 
short in more than one 
section. Some unnecessary 
language is used. 

The story needs extensive 
editing. It is too long or 
too short in many 
sections. A great deal of 
unnecessary language is 
used. 

 

Resolution of 

dramatic 
question 

Dramatic question is clearly 
resolved. Story is concluded 
through the use of details that 
allow the audience to interpret 
the message of the story.  The 
audience feels satisfied and is 
given the opportunity to think 
about the content. 

The story concludes with 
enough information to 
provide a response to the 
dramatic question.  The 
audience feels satisfied and 
the conclusion does not 
sound preachy. 

The story concludes with 
the resolution to the 
dramatic question.  The 
audience feels satisfied, 
although the conclusion 
may be moralizing or 
preachy. 

The conclusion does not 
address the dramatic 
question, is not a logical 
conclusion given the 
content of the story, or 
the story trails off without 
a response to the 
dramatic question. 
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Categories 
Excellent to Supreme 

5 

Good to Very Good 

3 

Satisfactory 

1 

Unacceptable 

0 
Score 

Use of Technology 

Images 
complement 

and help 

convey the 
ideas in the 

script 

Implicit imagery used to 
convey information that is not 
contained in the script but 
that adds to storyline and 

sense of satisfaction with the 
story.  Tone of the visuals is 
aligned with tone of the story 

or is juxtaposed to the story 
with specific intent. 

Some use of implicit 
imagery to convey 
information not contained 
in the script.  Images 

enhance the audience’s 
experience of the story.  
Tone of most visuals is 

aligned with the tone of the 
story. 

Limited use of implicit 
imagery to convey 
information not contained 
in the script.  Most images 

reflect the voiceover exactly 
and do not provide 
additional information. 

Tone of some visuals is 
aligned with the tone of the 
story. 

Many images undermine 
intent of story. Almost all 
images reflect the 
voiceover exactly and do 

not add any new 
information to the script. 
Tone of visuals is not 

aligned with the tone of 
the story. 

 

Soundtrack  

(optional) 
contributes to 

the message of 

the story  
 

Soundtrack choice enhances 
sense of satisfaction with the 
story and makes it more 
interesting.  Soundtrack does 
not interfere with ability to 
hear voiceover and adds 
greatly to the emotional tone 
of the story. 

Soundtrack enhances sense 
of satisfaction with story.  
Soundtrack does not 
interfere with ability to hear 
voiceover and adds to 
emotional tone of story. 

Soundtrack somewhat 
enhances story. Level of 
soundtrack interferes with 
ability to hear voiceover. 

Soundtrack interferes 
with ability to hear 
voiceover and/or 
undermines purpose of 
story or makes it 
impossible to understand 
story. 

 

Voiceover 
supports 

purpose and 

tone of story 

Voiceover is clearly audible, 
voice inflections and pacing 
draws audience in and creates 
intimacy with authentic 
emotion. 

Voiceover is clearly audible.  
Voice inflections and pacing 
in most of the script makes 
it easy to listen to and 
engage with the story. 

Voiceover is mostly audible.  
Some interest created with 
inflection and pacing. 

Voiceover is difficult or 
impossible to hear or is 
missing. Interest is lost 
due to lack of inflection 
and pacing. 

 

Student utilizes 

video editing 
software 

effectively 

Exceptional use of movie 
editing software. Titles, 
transitions and effects used 
effectively and greatly enhance 
the experience of watching the 

digital story.  

Effective use of movie 
editing software. Titles, 
transitions and effects used 
effectively and enhance the 
experience of watching the 

digital story. 

Titles, transitions and 
effects under or over used, 
and can distract from story. 

Titles, transitions and 
effects under or over 
used, or not used at all.  
No evidence of knowing 
how to apply movie 

editing effects. 

 

Possible points:  
With Soundtrack: 130 

Without Soundtrack: 125 

  

Final %:  

  Points out of 40:  

 

130 125 


